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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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The 2021 Real Estate Market

Analysts are expecting the current strong seller’s market to continue
into early spring for well-presented Lamorinda homes. It will
take thoughtful strategy, cost-effective preparation and top-notch

marketing to obtain superior results.

Call me now for a free consultation and expert advice on how
to maximize the net return on your sale
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New Measure R Oversight Commission to replace CIOC

By Sora O’Doherty

With the passage of Measure R
in the general election, Orinda
is committed to establishing an
oversight commission to moni-
tor how the funding raised by
the new add-on sales tax is
spent by the city. In a staff re-
port prepared by Larry Theis,
assistant city manager and di-
rector of public works, it was
recommended to the city coun-
cil at its Dec. 1 meeting that the
existing Citizen Infrastructure
Oversight Commission, with its
mission limited to infrastruc-
ture, be dissolved and replaced
by a new oversight commission
with a much broader scope.
According to the staff re-
port, the CIOC has done excel-
lent work planning, monitor-
ing, and making recommenda-
tions on the use of over $56
million funding from two voter
approved bond issues and the
existing add-on sales tax (Mea-
sure L — Approved by the voters
in 2012). Measure R, however,
was adopted as a general sales
tax and, as such, the use of the
funds raised by the tax cannot
legally be specified. The city
council has indicated that the
funding will be used for a wide
range of work, including fire

prevention, emergency plan-
ning, public drainage improve-
ments to prevent erosion or
flooding, as well as the mainte-
nance of the public road sys-
tem, which has been improved
with the current half-cent sales
tax.

Outgoing city manager
Steve Salomon recommended
that the council act soon so that
the city clerk can recruit people
for the oversight commission
with the goal of having its first
meeting in February or March.
Staff will return to the council
on Dec. 15 with a scope of work
for the committee, which
should have from seven to 10
members, and establish a
schedule for new, monthly
meetings and set clear objec-
tives and goals in concert with
the next bi-annual budget.

The report also recom-
mended that certain initial
steps be taken, such as prepar-
ing an interim short-term
spending plan, prior to the es-
tablishment of the Citizens
Oversight Commission. Staff
does recommend support for
an increase in the operational
budget for immediate vegeta-
tion and tree trimming removal
on city owned properties such
as City Hall, parks, and open

spaces, which would include
ramping up the elimination of
more vegetation, including eu-
calyptus trees along Camino
Pablo.

In addition to the Citizens
Oversight Commission, the city
plans to hire a program man-
ager to oversee emergency
preparedness in Orinda. Sa-
lomon told the council that
Orinda does not want to dupli-
cate or displace things that
MOFD is doing. “We have to
develop a good evacuation
plan, including a family recon-
ciliation location” where fami-
lies can meet in the event of a
disaster, Salomon said. “Floods
will happen again, earth-
quakes, hazardous material
spills will happen.”

Salomon said there is no
one who can coordinate these
efforts on the city staff at pre-
sent. Because of COVID prob-
lems, he said, “we’ve laid off
people and left positions open.
I can’t think of a more impor-
tant thing. If you want to do
this right, this is what needs to
happen.” Orinda hired a pro-
ject manager for roads, he said,
but this is different. Fire is an
issue that is not going to go
away for Orinda, he said, and
added that the city will need

some consultants to help re-
cruit the right person for the
jobh.

Mayor Darlene Gee sug-
gested that the job would not
be to recreate the wheel but
utilize plans by MOFD, CERT
and the Firewise Council in a
coordinated effort.

During public comment,
Melanie Light, chair of the
Orinda Firewise Council, de-
scribed the current situation as
an “amazing, pivotal moment.
We are transforming ourselves
into a fire resistant commu-
nity.” Light gave a shout out to
Salomon, and urged that edu-
cation be high priority. In ad-
dition to a dedicated project
manager, she suggested hosting
a “living with wildfire” fair,
perhaps underwritten by a
corporate sponsor or insur-
ance.

Judd Hammon, chair of the
CIOC, noted that there is an ex-
panse of topics that need to be
addressed by the new commis-
sion. To limit the commission
to Measure R would be asking
for trouble in his opinion, and
concluded that Orinda needs
multiple disaster planning.

Council Member Dennis
Fay said this is a “turning point
for this city” and suggested that

the new commission include a
designated slot for a Firewise
Council member and expressed
a need to coordinate with the
county’s new half-cent county-
wide sales tax measure as parts
of Orinda are in unincorpo-
rated county area. Council
Member Inga Miller empha-
sized that Orinda should not
limit itself in the charge to the
commission, and should in-
cluded the ability to look for
other funding sources.

Council Member Nick
Kosla said that the elephant in
the room is the eucalyptus
trees and big Monterey pines in
Orinda that are very difficult
and expensive to remove. He
suggested that the city work
with neighbors, and provide
public education, to ensure that
there isn’t just clearcutting. He
also alluded to growth in
neighboring cities, and won-
dered how that will affect
evacuation.

Vice Mayor Amy Worth ac-
knowledged the hard work of
volunteers in Orinda, who con-
tributed to the passage of Mea-
sure R. “We have a real oppor-
tunity to look at best practices,’
she said, “and make best use of
technology.”
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SELL IT FOR MORE.

THAT SHOULD SELL YOU!

Homes using Coldwell Banker’s® property spotlight marketing plan
receive a higher sales price, which could mean more money in your pocket*.

Your home will be expertly showcased in a dedicated property
website, online advertising, targeted emails, a property tour, social media posts
and more, so it shines and it sells. Let us put the spotlight on your home.
Contact a Coldwell Banker agent today.
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